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now, we were expecting to be able to report

earing on Spring, Cave, Dry Lake and Delamar Valleys. But as of press time (late May) no ruling. Tt

ackground: As we explained in | ast fallds Wa

line applications in Spring, Cave, Dry Lake, and Delamar Valleys, the State Engineer was required to recal

late how much, if any, water is sustainably available from each of the four targeted valleys without causing

impermissible impacts or conflicts, and to define standards, thresholds, or triggers for mitigation of impacts
prior to granting any water rights to SNWA for the pipeline project.

Following that hearing, on January 19, 2018, the parties, including GBWN, filed closing briefs and pro-
posed rulings. GBWN®&s submissio
applications by the State Engineer because, despite explicit direc-
tion to do so by the district court, SNWA failed to demonstrate (1)
what if any amount of water is available for appropriation in the
subject valleys; (2) that its applications would not conflict with exist-

B ing rights; (3) that its applications would be consistent with the public
{ Y interest; or (4) that its applications would be environmentally sound
‘ with relation to the basins of origin. Specifically, during the remand
) — . hearing SNWA made a conscious decision not to squarely address

Snake Valley Festival has MOVED to Labor Day t he i ssues and deficiencies t ha

m/:riﬁznsaézgg?; ziszrib\é\:alﬂﬁr;itﬁgwggmesNWA and th_e State Enginee_r to remedy. As a result, there is no
Pictured: Daisy Gonder in the 2017 parade. new evidence in the record that
on the issues of water availability, conflicts with existing rights, or the
environment. Because SNWA chose not to even address these deficiencies in its previous evidence, let alc
present any new evidence that would cure these deficiencies, and because the district court explicitly requi

(Spring CDD continued on pagg)
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So. Nevada Update ...3

ptoe Valley, where Ely is located, is the highest major groundwater basin i
n Nevada. Like many valleys in the Great Basin, Steptoe Valley is topogrd  EIS Backto BLM ...8

ally closed like a bowl, which means that all runoff from snowmelt and prec GBWN Video .4
tion stays within the valley and either fills streams, lakes and reservoirs, or sinks if
ground and becomes groundwater. The aerial photograph on page 2 shows the s New GBWN Boarg
of Steptoe Valley, in which Ely may be seen, and Spring Valley directly to the east HETEES

yond the apparent mountain range (the Schell Creek Range). Utah Updat
Surrounded by mountains with a lot of carbonate rock, or limestone, which often|
groundwater to flow easily, groundwater recharging in Steptoe Valley flows into at
three different flow systems, including White River Valley, Goshute and the Great
Lake Flow Systems. There is excess groundwater in Steptoe Valley so excess grd
flows to surrounding basins. The US Geological Survey has estimated that as mu
(Steptoe continued on pad) | Snake Valley Festival...[f
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(Spring CDD continued from pagé#) ul ti mat e decision on S N\

these deficiencies be remedied, we think the State Engﬂogs for the pipeline project. .

~ nce, the State ngi nee
neer must deny SNWAGs ap plfeS e 3Pddys to hslessdts c(grﬁeﬁts dnd ©
with the remand order. prepare and file an appeal (called a petition for
We expected a ruling this spring, but cannot be sure jgicial review) if they believe one is warranted.
when one will be forthcoming. As of the writing of this ‘Gg\wN is confident that the evidence in the record
update, the ruling has not yet been issued. The State na ndat es t he eni al

. - . of
Engineeros Office recent e Xabe stholfytds€idr the NelaBlsYafe '

that may delay the preparation and issuance of the rul- g ;rts should the State Engineer again erroneously

ing. The State Engineer o sclydihgrahtdvatéd light¥te Snwae rt ai nl
appealed to district court and eventually to the Nevada 5 simeon Herskovits. Advocates for Community
Supreme Court, which likely will be called on to make the. 4 environment ’

S

(Steptoe continued from pagh

24,000 acrefeet of groundwater per year flows from southern Steptoe Valley to Spring Valley.
The Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) proposes to pump groundwater from surrounding basins, |

cluding up to 91,000 acréeet per year from Spring Valley just east of Steptoe Valley. SNWA, and Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) analyzed this
pumping along with pumping from other
basins, for an environmental impact state-
ment written to consider the impacts of
FSNWAOs groundwater de
= Depending on the pumping scenario con-
#% sidered, the simulated pumping lowered the
8 groundwater levels in southern and south-
eastern Steptoe Valley (bordering on
§ Spring Valley and south of Majors Place in
the aerial photograph) by up to 100 feet

| water naturally flows to Spring Valley, so
\_‘ the decrease in groundwater levels would
| increase the slope of the groundwater ta-
'i/ e 4‘ ble and cause more groundwater to leave
A _ & | Steptoe Valley and flow toward SNWA
' ot pumps in Spring Valley. Pumping in Spring
8% Valley will lower the groundwater table by
v ™ up to 100 feet in the eastern portions of
é Steptoe Valley and therefore increase the
| area from which groundwater flows to
= Spring Valley.
£ | SNWA claims its pumping will only take
% water from Spring Valley, but its model
~ shows otherwise. The SNWA water grab is
a problem not only for valleys that will have SNWA pumps, but for adjoining valleys including Steptoe which

will lose water to satisfy SNWA pumps. i Dr. Tom Myers, Hydrologist for GBWN
Page2




Water Gab

Southern Nevada Update:
SNWA Water Plan Revised; Apex Pipeline Underway

The Southern Nevada Water Author- known as the Las Vegas Water Grab. While they
ity makes regular updates to its wa- model a modest increase in conservation, Southern Ne-
ter resource plan. It's through these vada can and should do more, which would also push
updates that we can see their 50 out the need for "future resources." The new drought
year projections for population agreement between the lower basin states, which is still
growth and water use. The last itera- being negotiated but will likely be complete soon, also
tion was notable for basically remov- isn't modeled. Finally, there's desalinatitiis option
ing all reference to the water grab projecin- gets only one paragraph in the plan, although the
stead referring to its groundwater rights and ap- paragraph is better than it was last time. A full study is
plications without talking about the pipeline to de- needed to compare the construction, operation, mitiga-
liver that water. tion, and legal costs of the pipeline with a coastal desal

The new version is a bit more transparent plant used in a trade to increase how much water Las
gives more detail on the status of their water rights/egas can take from Lake Mead.
applications and discusses the pipeline. This is con-Speaking of pipelinesthere is one underway. The
sidered a "future resource" that is only to be City of North Las Vegas is partnering with a developer
tapped under a scenario where Southern Nevada to extend the municipal water supply to Apex, near the
takes shortages in their river allocation and sees junction of-15 and US93. They will lay a pipe 34 ft
medium to high levels of growth. Their latest pro- in diameter to supply future company needs at the in-
jections show that even under the most dire circunalustrial park. A couple of key questions remain. Is the
stances no "new" water is needed until around  next stop the stalled development at Coyote Springs?
2038 - 20 years from now. How will Southern Nevada capture return flow from

It seems that putting a cap on annual growth  Apex? Will this just use up the water supply faster and
would help protect Southern Nevada's water sup- be used to justify the water grab? We'll keep digging
ply and avoid the multibillion dollar boondoggle and keep you postedi Howard Watts, GBWN

LEGALUPDATE EIS Remanded Back To BLM
Appeal s of Judge Gordonds Rulin

AswementionedinourlegalupdateIastfall,onwi Il dli fe habitat mitigation.

August 23, 2017, Judge Andrew plained that in early November the BLM and

Gordon issued a decision in our fed- SNWA appealed Judge Gor o
eral case against the U.S. Bureau of Land cision to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
Management and the Department of Interic THIS DECISION CGBWN and our allies filed a crosgpeal to
chall enging the BLM eabdllenge ahe points ongvhich dudge &ordon did

right of way to the Southern Nevada Water WAS A VICTORY ot rule in our favor. In December, all parties
Aut hority and all ow FOR GBWN AND ggredd o iemisp their pppeals, and so Judge
to proceed. Judge G ALLTHOSEWH@erSdmmﬁg edveeaissidon t o r en

the federal governm r for eoaréction of deficeenciesaamains in effect.

grounds and ruled that the BLM must cure OPPOSE THE Currently, the BLM is determining how this remand

tain significant defects before it could apprc PIPELINE order will be implemented. GBWN and its allies

the right of way fo PROJECT. parearjorgtaring.that process with the understand-
This decision was a victory for GBWN an ing that we will engage with the BLM as it moves

all those who oppose the pipeline project. forward to ensure that J

decision resulted in a remand of the EIS to the order is properly implemented, and the deficien-

BLM to correct deficiencies regarding wetlands and  cies he identified are genuinely cured.
fi Iris Thornton, Advocates for Community and Environment
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Great Basin Water Is Life
Video Reaches Thousands

aders may remember that during last year's Water Tour, GBWN was
able to hire a videographer who interviewed Eastern Nevada residents
nd experts about the water grab. He also took footage of the area and
Snake Valley Festival. The final product is "Great Basin Water is &ifeighly _ _
10 minute short film that introduces viewers to the water grab, the threats ig atagonia hosted the SRO Reno screening of
poses, and the people and places who would be affected. Water Is Life films by PLAN and GBWN.

The first public premiere of the film was held in Las Vegas on March 8 at the Wetlands Park. PLAN, Sierra Club, ar
Nevada Conservation League cohosted the event, which drew a standing room only crowd of about 100 people. Fol-
lowing the screening of our film as well as PLAN's film documenting the Water Tour itself, there was a panel and Q&.
which included GBWN board member Rick Spilsbury.

A week later, GBWN and PLAN teamed up to premiere our films in Reno at Patagonia's Downtown store, with well
over 100 people in attendance. The panel afterward included GBWN Communications Specialist Howard Watts, and
was clear that the audience enjoyed the films and wanted to learn more and get more involved.

Following these events, we placed the video on our website and Facebook page. With the help of our friends and &
very small ad to "boost" visibility, more than 13,000 people have now watched the video. It is by far our most succes:
social media post ever, and as a result there are now hundreds of new people following our organization and educati
themselves and others on the water grab. We hope to engage them in the fight moving forward.

Speaking of which, what's next? We are working on plans for screenings in Eastern Nevada, and have digital and
print ads with KNPR's Desert Companion magazine to spread the word evdfrigmaie.of Nevada Wilderness has
invited us to include the film in their "Wild and Scenic Film Festival" this fall, and we're exploring other big screen op-

portunities as well. Let us know if you have an ideare
GBWN Welcomes New Board Member$sappy to get this film in front of any organization or
event. The movie is a great tedl can hold your attention
The board of Great Basin Water Network welcomes two for 10 minutes while educating about what the water grab
__ new membersPatrick Donnelly is and why we need to work together to stop it.
| Is the Nevada State Director for i Howard Watts, Communications Specialist, GBWN

the Center for Biological Diver-
§ sity, a nationwide noprofit
i dedicated to the protection of
& endangered species and wild
¥4 places. Based in Southern Ne-
vada, Patrick has been involved
® in natural resource conservation

A and activism for 15 years. He
enjoys hiking with his dog, pho-
tographing wildflowers, and
playing music around a camp-
fire.

Monique Normands a coordi-
nator in The Center: Every Stu-
dent, Every Story at the Univer-
sity of Nevada Reno where she
works with diversity issues. She is
originally from Las Vegas, Ne- —f
vada and previously was a com-
munity organizer with the Pro-
gressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada. She has also
worked with children in p#ié and kindergarten programs
in Reno Nevada. Monique has a master's in social work and
is a board member of the Coalition Against the Death Pen-

alty.
The board also thanks Kathy Hill for her years of service.
Shedol | be spending more retirement time with familly

promises to continue to participate in our Network meetings.
Thanks to all for your participation!
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http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/public_lands/deserts/nevada/index.html
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